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Latest hydro box art winners announced at
Pumphouse reception
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Artwork by Phillip Wormwell, Debra Botman and Heather Hall will soon be seen on hydro boxes in Niagara-on-the-Lake. | Maria
H. Klassen
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Images of grapes and lawn bowlers will soon join a pop-art-style rendering of the town’s
acronym on hydro boxes in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
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The winning pieces, all created by local artists, were announced at a reception this week

at the Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre.

Now in its eighth year, the NOTL Hydro Box Beautification Program invites local artists to
submit designs, which are exhibited at the Pumphouse’s Hummel Family Gallery for the
public to view. While a jury chooses two winners, visitors to the Pumphouse are also
invited to choose their favourite. The People’s Choice Award is given to the artist with the

most votes.

The winning art is printed on vinyl wraps, which are applied to the hydro boxes,
transforming these boxes into public artworks. To date, 23 boxes have been beautified,

with three more coming this year.

This year’s competition saw 29 entries, including images of vineyards, Brock’s Monument,
a horse and carriage, Canada geese, and even a Van Gogh-inspired depiction of the
cenotaph and the historic Niagara Court House.

Debra Botman’s Legacy of the Vineyard, a striking, realistic close-up of ripe grapes on the
vine, and Philip Wormwell’s Our NOTL, perhaps inspired by pop artist Robert Indiana,
earned the jury’s awards. Another of Wormwell’s paintings, D-Day, depicting NOTL’s
military history, was chosen to decorate a hydro box back in 2022.



Julia Kane's 'Memories of Bluebells' was commissioned privately by NOTL residents Doug and Libby
Bullock. Julia H. Kane

Botma's art will be featured in front of the NOTL Hydro office on Henegan Road, while

Wormwell's will be wrapped around a hydro box in front of Town Hall.

The People’s Choice Award was won this year by Heather Hall. Her NOTL Lawn Bowling
since 1877 will grace the hydro box at the NOTL Community Centre on Anderson Lane.

In addition, Memories of Bluebells by Julia Kane, a colourful painting of a forest
blanketed in blue, was commissioned privately by Doug and Libby Bullock for the hydro
box in front of their home.

At the reception, Tim Curtis, president of NOTL Hydro, remarked on the co-operation
between the utility company and a local art institution, calling it an unusual
combination. He also expressed gratitude to the Pumphouse Arts Centre before

presenting an honorarium to the winning artists.

This story was made possible by our Community Leaders Program partner.
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Thank you to 124 on Queen Hotel and Spa for helping to

expand local news coverage in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Learn
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