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Three Niagara-on-the-Lake artists have been recognized for
their creativity in the 2026 NOTL Hydro Box Beautification
Competition, an initiative that transforms ordinary utility
infrastructure into vibrant works of public art throughout the
community.

Artists, community members, and supporters gathered at the
Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre on Thursday, September 17,
for an awards ceremony celebrating the eighth year of this
popular community initiative. Since its inception, the
competition has transformed 23 hydro boxes throughout
Niagara-on-the-Lake into colourful public art installations, with
three additional designs scheduled to be unveiled later this
year.

Two winning designs were selected by a jury, while a third was
chosen by the community through the People’s Choice Award.

This year's theme, “Niagara-on-the-Lake,” invited Niagara
artists to capture something unique about the community—
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from its heritage and landscapes to the people, places, and
experiences that give Niagara-on-the-Lake its special
character. A total of 29 designs were submitted and exhibited
at the Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre.

2026 Winners:
e Jury Award Winner: Debra Botman, Legacy of the Vineyard
e Jury Award Winner: Philip Wormwell, Our NOTL

e People’s Choice Award Winner: Heather Hall, NOTL Lawn
Bowling Since 1877

The winning designs will be installed in front of the NOTL
Hydro Office, Town Hall, and the NOTL Community Centre,
adding vibrant new landmarks to these well-travelled
community spaces.

The Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre extends its sincere
thanks to all participating artists, community members who
cast their votes, and the organizations and sponsors who help
bring art into public spaces. Special appreciation goes to
NOTL Hydro and the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake for their
continued support of this initiative.

For more information about the Hydro Box Beautification
Competition, visit niagarapumphouse.ca/public-art.

Artwork Credit:
Debra Botman, Legacy of the Vineyard
Philip Wormwell, Our NOTL

Heather Hall, NOTL Lawn Bowling Since 1877
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About Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre

The Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre is the art hub that
connects our community by providing “art for all”. Located on
the banks of the Niagara River in a heritage building that
formerly supplied water to Niagara-on-the-Lake (hence our
name); the Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre offers year-round
visual arts programs, exhibitions and events that engage over
19,000 participants annually.

The Arts Centre provides art classes, workshops and camps in
a variety of media for all ages and skill levels taught by
professional and emerging artists and educators. Our galleries
feature solo and group exhibitions by contemporary artists
from across Ontario. Our events celebrate art and artists.

Like many local not-for-profits, the Niagara Pumphouse Arts
Centre does not receive ongoing operational funding and relies
on the generous support of donors, sponsors, and grants, and
a dedicated team of volunteers to sustain our programs and
community impact. This support allows us to provide a
number of free, accessible programs which reduce barriers for
vulnerable youth, seniors and families to appreciate and
engage with art.

About Niagara Pumphouse Art
Centre
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The Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre is an art gallery and
studio located in a heritage building circa 1891 on the banks of
the Niagara River. The pumping station supplied water to the
town of Niagara-on-the-Lake until 1983. The Niagara
Pumphouse Art Centre Association was formed in 1990 and
through community effort, the building was restored and
converted to a visual arts centre in 1994. The Niagara
Pumphouse offers year-round educational programs,
exhibitions and events promoting interests in the visual arts.
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