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1/3 Artist Lynda Flanagan beside her painting, 'The Way In'. Flanagan met art lovers at the opening reception for her exhibit,
'Nature's Heartbeat', on Sunday at the Niagara Pumphouse Art Centre. | Maria H. Klassen
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For many people in Ontario, the lakes, majestic trees and the rocky shorelines of the north beckon
each summer.

But not everyone has the chance to experience it firsthand.

Artist Lynda Flanagan spent much time in the north as a child, looking for shapes in the clouds as
they drifted through the sky, gathering stones along the shores of Lake Huron, and climbing the
rock formations in Georgian Bay.

Flanagan’s new exhibit, Nature’s Heartbeat, brings the north to the Niagara Pumphouse Arts
Centre, so those who won't make it to Georgian Bay can experience it in their own backyard.
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Working primarily in acrylic, using loose brushstrokes and layered applications of paint, Flanagan
explores the connection between humans and the natural world. She adeptly uses colour and
gestural mark-making to invite viewers to experience nature, not just as scenery, but as a shared
emotional landscape.

Around the Bend' by Lynda Flanagan from her exhibit, 'Nature's Heartbeat', featuring paintings inspired by
her childhood exploring Georgian Bay. | Maria H. Klassen.

"Humans and nature share deep roots and are bonded through mutual reliance and a need for
balance,” says Flanagan. “Through my interpretations of nature and the world's natural elements, |
hope to bridge my journey and joy of nature with that of the viewer."

Though her inspiration for Nature’s Heartbeat came during her childhood, her love of painting
came much later. Creativity, though, definitely influenced her post-secondary path, as Flanagan
graduated from Hamilton's McMaster University with a degree in Fine Arts. Almost immediately
after that, she held her first exhibition, also called Nature’s Heartbeat.

At that time, she was a printmaker, etching copper plates and pulling prints to hand-paint them.
She also enjoyed creating massive woodcuts using a router and applying layers of ink to them
using a wooden spoon.

Flanagan then went on to earn a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Windsor, and
began a career as a special education teacher.
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When her father’s fight with multiple sclerosis began to get difficult, she took a leave from work to
care for him. Eventually, he was moved into a long-term care facility. In 2020, the pandemic hit and
the door closed to family visits there.

o

Lynda Flanagan stands beside her painting, 'Tribute’. Her art captures the essence of the shores of Ontario's
north. | Maria H. Klassen.

Her father, who referred to Flanagan as the “keeper of joy,” told her, "You can't hold my hand to
bring me joy, so pick up a paintbrush, learn to paint, and bring joy to the world."

So that is exactly what she did.

Today, Flanagan paints daily in her home art studio, using her own photographs for reference. She
says an image from one location may find its way into another, and that her paintings are named
for feelings, not for specific places.

Nature’s Heartbeat is on now at the Pumphouse until July 26. Flanagan invites you there to see her
work and reflect on the themes of respect, resilience, reliance, renewal and our shared
dependence on nature.

If you can’t go up north to experience it, Nature’s Heartbeat just might be the next best thing.
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