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New sculpture at Pumphouse celebrates
Niagara's roots
Maria H. Klassen
May 22, 2026 2:40 PM

On Thursday afternoon, a beautiful, cool breeze was blowing off the banks of the Niagara River at

the Niagara Pumphoue Art Centre, where a dedication ceremony was held for a new sculpture

installation called Vinifera, celebrating Niagara-on-the-Lake's grape and wine industry.

1 / 3  Alex Bosc, Paul Bosc and sculptor James Cameron Smith admire Smith's sculpture. | Maria H. Klassen
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Through a public art selection process led by the Pumphouse and a local jury, artists across

Ontario were invited to submit concepts for a visual art project, following certain goals and

themes.

According to Rima Boles, The Pumphouse's director, "Vinifera, by James Cameron Smith, was

selected for its strong visual impact, thoughtful connection to Niagara-on-the-Lake's agricultural

roots, the interactive and reflective nature of the sculpture, the artist's experience, and the impact

its presence would make on the grounds year-round."

Smith is a Canadian sculptor from Madoc, Ontario, who has been creating public artworks for over

30 years. Smith's work has been installed in Alberta and New York State, while in Ontario, his

sculptures can be seen at public buildings in Newcastle, Fenelon Falls, Belleville and at the National

Capital Commission in Ottawa.

His design for Vinifera draws inspiration from the form and movement of the grapevine. Vinifera

references growth, resilience, cultivation and transformation — the same qualities that have

shaped Niagara's agricultural and wine sectors for generations.

6/15/26, 3:27 PM New sculpture at Pumphouse celebrates Niagara's roots - Niagara-on-the-Lake Local

https://www.notllocal.com/local-news/new-sculpture-at-pumphouse-celebrates-niagaras-roots-12317309 2/4



Comments (0)

'Vinifera' by James Cameran Smith. Maria H. Klassen

The sculpture takes the form of a striking, oversized cluster of grapes composed of 110 polished

stainless steel spheres. The mirror-like surfaces invite viewers to see themselves and their

surroundings reflected in the artwork, creating an interactive relationship between sculpture,

landscape, and community.

Vinifera as commissioned through a generous donation by Paul Bosc in memory of his parents,

Paul Bosc Sr. and Andrée Bosc, who were the founders of Chateau des Charmes Winery in NOTL

Bosc shared stories of how his parents met in Algeria, lived in France, and years later moved to

Canada, bringing with them vines from France, and establishing vineyards in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

He said that his parents would not have been able to process where that early beginning would

have taken the family.

"That your life's journey would bring you to Canada," he said, "and together you would become the

Citizens of the Year of your adopted community, and your nation would recognize you with its

highest civilian honour."

In his speech, sculptor Smith asked everyone to step outside the normal Canadian comfort zone.

"Normally, you are not allowed to touch fine art," said Smith. "Let's remove that restriction for a

few minutes."

He then asked each of the visitors to put their handson a glass ball, and to look at their

neighbour's reflection. It was an emotional moment when everyone chanted "Art for all. All for art."

Smith later explained the, having worked with disabled children in group homes and correctional

facilities, he has lived and seen the therapeutic benefit of art.

Boles invited everyone to come to the river, touch Vinifera, and share Smith's vision, while

reflecting on the land, the people who cultivated it, and the shared experiences that continue to

grow in Niagara.
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